Cuba released Salvadoran Otto René Rodríguez Llerena, sentenced to 30 years in prison for terrorism, after serving his full sentence for planting an explosive device at the Meliá Cohíba hotel in Havana in 1997. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs confirmed the release and justified it "in accordance with the country's laws.

Recruited by Posada Carriles, Salvadoran mercenary Raúl Ernesto Cruz León detonated bombs at the Capri and Nacional hotels in August of that year, and at the Copacabana , Chateau , Tritón , and Bodeguita del Medio restaurants in early September. One of these devices killed young Italian tourist Fabio di Celmo , who, according to public statements by Luis Posada Carriles himself,
"I was in the wrong place at the wrong time," and whose death did not prevent him from "sleeping like a baby."
.
At that stage, around a dozen "tourists" were detained at the Havana airport terminal, who had arrived with explosives concealed to attack the national leisure industry, and on June 10 , 1998 , another Salvadoran, Otto René Rodríguez Llerena , was arrested . He was also paid by Posada Carriles, to destroy with C-4 the Comandante Ernesto Che Guevara Memorial Complex in Santa Clara ; the Antonio Maceo Plaza in Santiago de Cuba ; and the Museum of the Revolution and the Granma Memorial , both in the capital.

Luis Posada Carriles ( Cienfuegos , February 15 , 1928 - Miami , May 23 , 2018 ) was an international terrorist of Cuban origin. [1]
Linked to the Cuban American National Foundation (CANF), a far-right organization created in 1981 and based in Florida ( United States ). He worked as a CIA agent from 1961. In 1967, he was sent by the US agency as a "security advisor" to the secret services of the military dictatorships in Argentina , Chile , El Salvador , Guatemala , and Venezuela .


In 1997, a wave of explosions involving dynamite devices planted by Central American mercenaries recruited and paid by Posada Carriles occurred at Cuban tourist facilities.
On April 12, 1997 , a bomb planted by Salvadoran Francisco Antonio Chávez Abarca exploded in the bathroom of the Aché nightclub at the Meliá Cohiba Hotel . A bomb was later found in a flowerpot on the 15th floor of the same hotel that failed to detonate due to technical problems. Chávez Abarca was the one who recruited the Salvadoran terrorist Raúl Ernesto Cruz León .
On July 12 , Cruz León planted bombs at the Hotel Capri and the Hotel Nacional in Havana, which exploded eight minutes apart. These terrorist attacks injured four people and caused damage to facilities.
On September 4, this terrorist again planted bombs in tourist facilities in the Cuban capital. This time, the Copacabana Hotel , killing thirty-two-year-old Italian Fabio Di Celmo ; the Hotel Tritón ; the Hotel Chateau Miramar ; and the restaurant La Bodeguita del Medio . These terrorist attacks resulted in one death and seven injuries, in addition to extensive material damage to the buildings. In total, this terrorist was responsible for six of the ten bombs that exploded.
Guatemalans Jorge Venancio Ruiz and Marlon Antonio González Estrada planted the bomb at the Sol Palmeras Hotel of the Meliá chain in Varadero , Cuba, and two prepared, planted and discovered unexploded devices; the first was found on October 19 inside a plastic bucket inside a minibus belonging to a tour company in Havana , and the second was found underneath a sales booth in Terminal No. 2 of José Martí International Airport in the Cuban capital. The terrorists used false documentation to travel.
On November 15, 1997 , The Miami Herald published an extensive article resulting from an investigation into the bombs placed in several hotels in Cuba and the connection of these events with a gang of Salvadoran criminals, bank robbers, residential robbers and car thieves.
The newspaper determined that Luis Posada Carriles was the mastermind behind the activities and raised $15,000 in Miami.
Between March 4 and 20 , 1998 ,… linked to the explosions in Havana in 1997
These three Guatemalans, along with Salvadorans Ernesto Raúl Cruz León and Otto René Rodríguez Llerena , also arrested by the Cuban authorities, were part of the network of Central American mercenaries hired by Luis Posada Carriles and financed by the Cuban American National Foundation (CANF).

https://www.ecured.cu/Acciones_de_la_CIA_contra_Cuba

https://www.cubanet.org/jardin-botanico-nacional-de-cuba-una-joya-natural-cerca-del-caos/
https://tr.pinterest.com/pin/126241595781464113/?send=true

It is located about 25 km south of Havana City in Cuba . It is reached by the El Rocío highway km 3 1/2, Calabazar - Havana City.

Jardín Botánico Nacional de Cuba
jardin_botanica_nacional_de_cuba
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jard%C3%ADn_bot%C3%A1nico_Nacional_de_Cuba
https://jbn.uh.cu/


The National Botanical Garden of Cuba is located in front of ExpoCuba, in the Arroyo Naranjo municipality, Havana .
Next to the entrance, you can see a series of greenhouses with cacti and various tropical flowers . 
Very cşose to Japanese Garden, El Bambú Restaurant, one of the few vegetarian restaurants in Cuba.
The garden offers interesting tours led by professional guides. There's also a tractor train that runs through the park four times a day. A ride costs 3 CUC, and the price includes admission to the garden.
Wed - Sun
09:00AM - 4:00PM

It is located approximately 25 km south of Havana, Cuba . It can be reached via the Carretera del Rocío, km. 3.5, Calabazar, Boyeros, Havana.
Carretera del Rocío, Km 3½, Calabazar, Boyeros, Havana, Cuba
Wednesday – Sunday
09:00 – 16:00

The National Botanical Garden of Cuba, administered by the University of Havana, is situated on a vast land area of approximately 600 hectares and is home to more than 4,000 plant species.
Its founding purpose is to promote knowledge about aspects related to plants in the general population, by emphasizing a notable focus on the native flora and the tropical plant diversity.
The garden was inaugurated by Fidel Castro on January 4, 1989 in conjunction with Expocuba which is the largest exhibition center of Cuba.
HISTORY
Despite being a country of rich flora and diverse vegetation, Cuba has not produced a Cuban botanist of note for many years.
The first botanical garden was founded in 1817 on the land where Parque de la Fraternidad and the southern wing of the Capitol occupies today. This privately owned land, named Jardín Botánico Carlos III de España, was exchanged for another plot of land in a highly controversial manner. El Capitolio was built in its place, and the Havana Railway Station was built on the exchanged land, which was less valuable. In 1864 the Botanical Garden, in turn, was moved to Quinta de los Molinos, next to the rest house of the general captains in the Molinos del Rey. The area was called Jardín de Tacón before.
The Botanical Garden was managed by the University of Havana from 1850 to 1871. After eight years in that the government undertook the basic works like the drainage system, cisterns etc., the Botanical Graden returned to the management of the university that established the Botany School in Quinta de los Molinos.
In October 1966, the young German botanist Dr. Johannes Bisse arrived in Cuba as the Visiting Professor at the University of Havana. Admiring the richness of Cuban flora, Bisse met Fidel Castro in 1967 and convinced him to establish a national botanical garden. Indeed, in his speech on the occasion of the inauguration of the town of Valle Grande on January 6, 1968, Fidel Castro for the first time mentioned the establishment of a National Botanical Garden.
Dr. José M. Miyar Barruecos, the rector of the University of Havana at that date, began working with Prof. Dr. Johannes Bisse on the National Botanical Garden Project. The site where the botanical garden is located today, approximately 25 km south of the capital, was chosen as the location.
A feverish work began. Fidel Castro, a frequent visitor to the region, also provided the first equipment, including tractors and bulldozers. Temporary nurseries were built. Exploration trips were organized to the eastern provinces to collect plants and seeds. In 1969, land was cleared to allow for the first large-scale planting of tree saplings, comprising 22,000 species of Cuban forest.
Between 1969 and 1972, the army engineers completed the region's network of roads.
Permanent nursery buildings and the Plant Physiology Laboratory were constructed. Temporary laboratory buildings, a herbarium, and a library were prepared and put into operation.
To facilitate the work, Fidel Castro allocated new equipment (dump trucks and backhoes) to the area. In addition, students and workers from the University of Havana and the Instituto Tecnológico Revolución collected more than 40,000 m³ of limestone rock which were used for the construction of the Coastal Maniguas zone, which attempts to recreate these ecosystems. Trucks were provided to transplant Cuban palms and other shrubs from across the country, which would primarily nourish the Coastal Bushes, Palmetum, and Serpentine Vegetation zones.
In the early 1980s, the construction activity began to develop, accelerating in 1983 as the opening of the center was imminent.
The temporary exhibition pavilions and two cafeterias were built.
Thus, after an extraordinary effort, the National Botanical Garden opened its doors to the public on March 24, 1984.
Although the Botanical Garden was opened to the public, it took years for architects, botanists, and engineers to design the grounds. After all 1,400 plant species and varieties were planted on an area of 4,170 m², a new opening was held on March 8, 1987.
In July 1987, the Japanese Ambassador to Cuba proposed to the Ministry of Higher Education, through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the idea of building a Japanese Garden as a gift from the government of Japan to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the Cuban Revolution. The Japanese Embassy with the collaboration of Commemorative Association for the World Exposition of Japan would cover the garden's construction costs and even provide financing for Yoshikuni Araki, a renowned Japanese landscape architect from Osaka. Following the necessary consultations and approval by government, work began in the second half of January 1989. Nine months after the start of work, on October 26, 1989, Fidel Castro inaugurated the Japanese Garden.


Average annual temperature: 24.2 ºC (32.6 ºC). Average maximum temperature: 32.6 ºC. Average minimum temperature: 11.9 ºC. Average annual rainfall: 1615 mm. Height: 100 meters above sea level. Soil nature: Red ferralitic, clayey, of variable depth.


The area open to visitors covers approximately 2,353 m². It consists of an indoor area with three pavilions that are located near the entrance, and an outdoor area with a pond for aquatic plants and ornamental plant collections.

The pavilions are 9 meters high and display plants of approximately 600 species belonging to 90 families. These metal-framed pavilions, one roofed with glass and two with shade mesh, in which plants that inhabit the world's arid regions, arranged geographically, and plants from tropical rainforests are displayed in aesthetic arrangements based on ecology.

The Glass House Pavilion is dedicated to representing plants from tropical and subtropical arid zones. It is also a place where scientific collection is stored.

The High Humidity, 50% Lighting Pavilion houses plants that inhabit tropical rainforests.

The High Humidity and 25% Lighting Pavilion displays plants from tropical rainforests and some economically valuable plants such as cocoa, coffee, black pepper, and vanilla.

In these pavilions, it is possible to see beautiful examples of bonsai, the art of growing artificially dwarfed trees and shrubs in pots for ornamental purposes.

An artificial lake in the complex houses the Aquatic Plants Collection, which, as its name suggests, brings together species that inhabit freshwater bodies. There you will see the cork palm (microcycas calocoma), considered a living fossil and a collection of aquatic and terrestrial ornamental plants, with a section dedicated to plants with thickened trunks used to store water.

The outdoor area that once housed cattle farms, occupies the largest portion of the land. The National Botanical Garden is divided into 25 zones, each dedicated to a specific geographic region with rigorous scientific planning and landscape design of 350,000 trees of more than 3,000 species. The exhibition pavilions, the outdoor collections, and the Japanese Garden complete an interesting and informative tour for the visitor. These zones are the Cuban Phytogeographic Zone, the World Phytogeographic Zone, the Systematic Zone, the Japanese Garden, the Palmetum, the Ornamental Zone and the Cultivated Plants Zone.
The National Botanical Garden comprises the following zones and collections of Cuban phytogeography, such as semi-deciduous forest, dry mountain, mogotes, júcaros and Palmas savannas, pinewood, cuabal and coastal jungle.

Semi-deciduous forest is a forest that predominated in the flat and hilly areas throughout the country. It suffered indiscriminate felling of almost its entire area. It is characterized by valuable hardwood trees, such as the Royal Palm.

Dry mountain is a forest that predominates in coastal areas, characterized by hardwood trees and shrubby cacti.

Mogotes are a vegetation complex found on karst elevations. The best known and richest in flora are the mogotes of the Sierra de los Órganos in Pinar del Río, with high, almost vertical cliffs and "dog-tooth" peaks. They are home to highly specialized species exhibiting a high degree of endemism. Generally a semi-deciduous forest grows at their base.

Júcaro and Palm Savannah are areas where the ground floods during the rainy season, with scattered trees and palms, among which the júcaro, the cana palm, and the palms of the Copernicia genus predominate.

The pine forest is the only type of coniferous forest in the country, where the pines Pinus caribaea and P. tropicalis predominate in Pinar del Río and Isla de la Juventud, Pinus cubensis in the mountains of the Nipe Sagua Baracoa Massif, and Pinus occidentalis in some localities of the Sierra Maestra. The understory of these pine forests is generally very rich of endemic species.

Cuabal is a scrubland found on poorly developed soils derived from serpentine rock, forming a nearly central axis on the island of Cuba. Its flora is highly endemistic.

The coastal bushland is a scrubland present on the high coasts, with little soil development and the presence of cacti and very xerophilous plants.

The World Phytogeographic Zone consists of the plant formations from the regions, such as Australia, Oceania, Asia, Africa, South America, Central America, Antilles and Mexico.

The highlight of the Botanical Garden is the Japanese Garden (El Jardín Japonés). Designed by the late Osaka-based Japanese landscape architect Yoshikuni Araki, the Japanese Garden is a "Kaiyu-Shiki-teien" garden, literally meaning "Walking Garden." Covering an area of five hectares, the garden is arranged around an artificial oval lake, 300 meters long and 750 meters in circumference. Of particular interest are the presence of a waterfall, two meditation pavilions, and a hexagonal wooden pavilion perched on stilts within the lake. It is called "Ukimi-dou," meaning "Pavilion on the Waters."

The plants we can see here are from the Asian region in general, as well as from different countries whose shape, texture, or flowering qualities meet the design requirements.

On one side of the path, a natural stone pool, or "tsukubai," where water flows through bamboo canes, invites visitors to wash their hands. Further along, also by the roadside, stands a stone lantern of great significance in Japanese culture. To the right of the grand waterfall, a stone tower composed of 13 horizontal segments stacked on top of each other is a replica of a traditional Buddhist pagoda.

El Bambú Eco-Restaurant, nestled in the beautiful setting of the Japanese Garden, is a must-see. In addition to its stunning views, the restaurant actively promotes new plant-based eating habits, using approximately 300 species and varieties.

The Systematic Zone was conceived as a gigantic tree composed of a network of pedestrian paths along which plant families are distributed. 

The Ornamental Zone surrounds the main buildings (pavilions, main entrance) and brings together a collection of trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants with outstanding ornamental value.

The Cultivated Plants Zone is a collection of plants that humans have used throughout history. Fruit trees and short-cycle plants (vegetables, grains, and tubers) that are used in the National Botanical Garden itself are represented.

A special section of the National Botanical Garden is the Indoor Scientific Collection Nursery. This area consists of six shade houses and two glass naves, which house the core collection of species with extreme humidity and full sun requirements, cared for by specialized gardeners. The area is under the scientific care of botanists.

The garden also includes special collections, such as archaic forest, palmetum, scientific collection, Ekman collection, Martian forest and economic plants (ethnobotanical collection).

The very interesting Archaic Forest brings together the primitive species, present-day representatives of remote flora, specifically from the Mesozoic (135 million years ago), among which conifers, cyadae, and the earliest flowering plants recreate the proposed environment.

The Palmeteum houses over 250 varieties of palm trees, approximately 90 of which are native to Cuba. This is the largest collection of palm trees in the world.

It is useful to know some of the special collections in the National Botanical Garden. For example, the ethnobotanical collection is dedicated to the memory of Dr. Juan Tomás Roig y MesaThe eminent Cuban botanist who dedicated much of his life to the study of plants useful to the humanity, Ethnobotany is the science that studies the close relationship between humanity and plants, which are used for food, medicine, clothing, shelter, and other services. It is closely related to the customs and culture of the native peoples of each country.

Close to the entrance of the Exhibition Pavilions there is the Ekman Corner, dedicated to the memory of Erik Leonerd Ekman, the renowned Swedish scientist who had a profound knowledge about Cuban flora. He collected and discovered numerous new species and climbed the highest mountains, including the Turquino mountain range. Plants dedicated to Ekman or species he collected and described are planted in this corner.

Another interesting collection is located in the Martí Forest which you can encounter in the surroundings of the socio-administrative building, and next to the bust of José Martí. It is part of the Cuban semi-deciduous forest in the botanical garden. To select the species to be planted in this area, José Martí's Campaign Diary from Playitas to Dos Ríos was reviewed, written between April 11, 1895, the date of his arrival at Playitas de Cajobabo, and May 16 of the same year. In this Diary, Martí only mentioned the species that most caught his attention, regardless of whether there were other trees in the forest. In the selected area in the National Botanical Garden, there were adult trees of the Cuban forest, some mentioned in the Diary and others not, so it was decided to leave them and begin planting the mentioned species that were not available. Since 1996, the tree and shrub species listed by Martí have been planted. All plants are identified with a label, which includes the scientific name, common name, and family. In the case of the species Martí referred to directly, they also have a sign with the commentary.

The Herbarium wich is the second in Cuba, contains more 200,000 specimens of Cuban flora, distributed in various plant groups. It covers the national area also with some exotic collections from Mexico, French Guiana, Ecuador, Spain, Germany, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, Brazil, Venezuela, Virgin Islands and Florida (USA). Its fundamental objective is to preserve the collection that serves as the basis for the studies carried out for the publication "Flora of the Republic of Cuba" and for the understanding of biodiversity. The herbarium of the old Botanical Garden of Havana, located in the Quinta de los Molinos, was the nucleus from which the accelerated development of botanical collecting in the country began. Its foundation dates back to 1902.

To date, 120 bird species have been recorded at the National Botanical Garden. Eight of these are endemic to Cuba and 12 to the Caribbean. At least 34 species nest in the garden. However, four of the bird species living in the garden are endangered and listed on Cuba's Red List of Endangered Vertebrates.

Another 70 bird species are migratory. Most of these come from North America and, like the warbler, spend the winter in the tropics. Other species, such as the Honey Buzzard, which comes to Cuba only to breed in the summer, originate from South America.

Due to the attractiveness of its birdlife, the National Botanical Garden is now a prominent place for birdwatching, as birdwatching is a very relaxing and educational hobby that allows one to enjoy nature and promotes knowledge and conservation.

The construction and opening of new attractions, including a canopy tour—the first in Havana—a mountain bike trail, a ropes park, and a climbing route in the Mogotes area, are increasing the number of recreational options at the National Botanical Garden.





Foundation
Cuba is a country of rich flora and varied vegetation . However, this wealth was not proportional to the number of national botanists before the Triumph of the Revolution . North American and European scientists were the ones who studied our flora in the 19th century and the first half of the 20th century . A few Cubans, among whom Julián Baldomero Acuña Galé and Juan Tomás Roig y Mesa stood out , did not lag behind their foreigners, bringing glory to their country.
Functions and structure
It is an institution dedicated to the exhibition of tropical plant diversity, with a notable focus on environmental education activities. Its main objectives include visitor recreation. Affiliated with the University of Havana , its goal is to promote plant- related knowledge among the general population, with an emphasis on native flora. This garden is a benchmark for food culture and organic food in Cuba .
Since its opening to the public, the Garden has received more than three million national and international visitors.
Environmental Education professionals maintain a broad community education program aimed at specific groups, with specific objectives for each: children, youth, adults, botany enthusiasts , the disabled, and tourists. Tours of the various indoor and outdoor areas and collections displaying different plant species are guided by university-level instructors who invite visitors to expand and update their knowledge of Cuban and tropical flora. One of the most important environmental education activities is the El Bambú Eco-Restaurant , located in the beautiful setting of the Japanese Garden . The restaurant has been actively promoting new eating habits based on plants, of which nearly 300 species and varieties have been used.
The University's faculty of professors, researchers, and technicians conduct undergraduate and graduate teaching, as well as scientific research. The main lines of research are Vascular Plant Systematics, Mycology, and the Conservation of Endangered Plant Species.
Systematics
1. Archaic Forest
2. Palmetum
3. Ornamental
4. Cultivated Plants
The Cuban Phytogeographic Zone
The World Phytogeographic Zone, like a giant arboretum, brings together collections of trees and shrubs from tropical latitudes, according to their geographic distribution (by continental entities). Plants from Australia , Oceania, Asia ( India , Indochina Peninsula, Philippines , Malay Archipelago, South China , South Japan ), Africa (including Madagascar and other continental islands), South America, Central America, Mexico and the Antilles (including the Bahamas ) are cultivated. The Japanese Garden is located in this area.
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Japanese Garden
The Japanese Garden: The Japanese Garden was designed by the late Japanese landscape architect Yoshikuni Araki of Osaka. It is a "Kaiyu-Shiki-teien" garden, which literally means "Garden of Walks." The garden covers five hectares and is organized around an artificial oval lake measuring 300 meters long and 750 meters in perimeter. Particularly attractive are the waterfall and the presence of two meditation pavilions and a hexagonal wooden pavilion, the latter placed on stilts within the lake, called "Ukimi-dou," which means "Pavilion on the Waters."
Vegetation becomes an exuberant element of this work, which displays plants from the Asian region in general, as well as others whose shape, texture, or flowering qualities meet the design requirements.
At one side of the path, a natural stone basin, or "tsukubai," into which water flows through a bamboo cane , invites visitors to wash their hands. Further along, also at the edge of the path, is a stone lantern of great Japanese cultural significance. To the right of the large waterfall, a stone tower composed of 13 horizontal pieces arranged one on top of the other is a replica of traditional Buddhist pagodas.
The Japanese Garden was inaugurated by Commander-in-Chief Fidel Castro on October 26, 1989 , and donated by the Japan World Exposition Commemorative Association as a symbol of friendship on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the Cuban Revolution . It was initially conceived and supported by the Japanese Embassy in Cuba, with the cooperation of the National Botanical Garden and other Cuban and Japanese institutions.
The Systematic Zone was conceived as a gigantic family tree composed of a network of pedestrian paths along which plant families are distributed. The Archean Forest brings together primitive species, present-day representatives of remote flora, specifically from the Mesozoic (135 million years ago), among which conifers, cyadae, and the earliest flowering plants recreate the proposed environment.
The Palmetum is a global collection of palms, prominent elements of tropical flora, located at the center of the Botanical Garden.
The Ornamental Zone surrounds the main buildings (Chalet, Pavilions, Main Entrance) and brings together a collection of trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants with outstanding ornamental value.
The Cultivated Plants Zone is a collection of plants that humans have used throughout history. Fruit trees and short-cycle plants (vegetables, grains, and tubers) that are used in the Botanical Garden itself are represented.
· Exhibition Pavilions: A set of three metal-framed pavilions, one roofed with glass and two with shade mesh, in which plants that inhabit the world's arid regions, arranged geographically, and plants from tropical rainforests are displayed in aesthetic arrangements based on ecology. An artificial lake in the complex houses the Aquatic Plants collection , which, as its name suggests, brings together species that inhabit freshwater bodies.
· Indoor Scientific Collection Nurseries: This area, comprised of six shade houses and two glass naves, houses the core collection of species with excess/humidity and full sun requirements, cared for by specialized gardeners and under the scientific care of botanists.
In it, numerous collections of plants from the families Araceae, Agavaceae, Begoniaceae, Bromeliaceae, Buxaceae, Cactaceae, Eupborbiaceae, Liliaceae, Gesneriaceae, Piperaceae, Pteridophyta (ferns and related plants) are reproduced and cultivated.
· Ethnobotanical Collection : Ethnobotany is the science that studies the close relationship between humanity and plants, which are used for food, medicine, clothing, shelter, and other services. It is closely related to the customs and culture of the native peoples of each country. Dr. Juan Tomás Roig y Mesa ( 1878-1972 ) was an eminent Cuban botanist who dedicated much of his life to the study of plants useful to man. He wrote valuable works, including the "Botanical Dictionary of Cuban Common Names" and "Medicinal, Aromatic and Poisonous Plants of Cuba", both with several editions and reprints, which are required reference works for the numerous specialists who study Cuban plants today. This interesting collection is dedicated to his memory.
· Ekman Corner: Near the entrance to the Exhibition Pavilions is the Ekman Corner, dedicated to the memory of Erik Leonerd Ekman ( 1883-1931 ) , a notable Swedish scientist who had a deep knowledge of the Cuban flora, collected and discovered numerous new species for Science and climbed the highest mountains including the Turquino mountain range. In this Corner , plants of species dedicated to Ekman, or collected and described by him for Science , are planted .
· Martí Forest: This forest is part of the Cuban semi-deciduous forest in the surroundings of the socio-administrative building, and next to the bust of José Martí , Apostle of Cuban independence. To select the species to be planted in this area, José Martí 's Campaign Diary from Playitas to Dos Ríos was reviewed , written between April 11, 1895 , the date of his arrival at Playitas de Cajobabo , and May 16 of the same year. In this Diary, Martí only mentioned the species that most caught his attention, regardless of whether there were other trees in the forest. In the selected area in the National Botanical Garden, there were adult trees of the Cuban forest, some mentioned in the Diary and others not, so it was decided to leave them and begin planting the mentioned species that were not available. Since 1996, the tree and shrub species listed by Martí have been planted. All plants are identified with a label, which includes the scientific name, common name, and family. In the case of the species Martí referred to directly, they also have a sign with the commentary.
Scientific collection
The National Botanical Garden's scientific collection is housed in shade houses and greenhouses near the administrative buildings. This collection contains specimens of Cuban and world flora and serves as the basis for enriching the center's exhibition areas and phytogeographical areas.
Herbarium (the second in the country) with more than 200,000 specimens of Cuban flora (of which more than 800 are types). The Herbarium "Prof. Dr. Johannes Bisse" (HAJB) is a dependency of the National Botanical Garden. Its foundation dates back to 1902. It has about 200,000 specimens distributed in various plant groups. It covers the national area with some exotic collections from: Mexico , French Guiana , Ecuador , Spain , Germany , Puerto Rico , Dominican Republic , Brazil , Venezuela , Virgin Islands and Florida (USA).
Its fundamental objective is to preserve the collection that serves as the basis for the studies carried out for the publication "Flora of the Republic of Cuba" and for the understanding of biodiversity.
The herbarium of the old Botanical Garden of Havana , located in the Quinta de los Molinos , was the nucleus from which the accelerated development of botanical collecting in the country began. Our institution was nourished by its collections by incorporating important materials collected in Cuba by prominent botanists such as Antonio Ponce de León , NL Britton, EL Ekman, JT Roig, Brother León, Felipe García Cañizares, etc. which, together with the collections of the "Charles T. Ramdsen" Museum, duplicates of the "Charles F. Baker" Herbarium of the Agricultural Experimental Station and collections by Manuel López Figueiras, constitute the historical herbarium of 14,030 specimens.
From 1966 it was led by Prof. Dr. Johannes Bisse ( 1935-1984 ), a German botanist who lived in Cuba as a visiting professor at the University of Havana , and who for 18 years devoted his entire energy to the development of the National Botanical Garden and its scientific staff. His scientific work was also responsible for the development of the Herbarium (HAJB) that now bears his name.
The careful work of the technical staff in the assembly and preservation of these materials is the basis for the optimal maintenance of the collections housed here. A significant portion of Dr. Luís Catasus's specialized collection of Cuban grasses has recently been incorporated. Botanical expeditions are a fundamental element in understanding biodiversity, a foundation for conservation, and an indispensable requirement for expanding the collections of living and herbaceous plants.
The first collections were made by Bisse in 1966 and through numerous expeditions throughout the national territory, it has been enriched over the years until reaching the 100,000 specimens that comprise it today.
· Mycological Collection: Fieldwork is essential for understanding mycological diversity, studying the mycobiota, expanding the collection, and integrating the results into conservation issues. The mycological collection began development in 1968 under the guidance and direct participation of Dr. Hans Kreisel, a German professor at the University of Greifswald (Germany), and with the collaboration of students from the School of Biological Sciences at the University of Havana.
The first collections were made by Dr. Kreisel in 1968 and continued by specialists throughout the years, until reaching the 11,295 specimens that make up the collection today.
In the last 10 years, field studies have been carried out in four natural areas: Alturas de Banao Ecological Reserve (Sancti Spíritus), Mil Cumbres Managed Resources Protected Area (Pinar del Río), Viñales National Park (Pinar del Río), and Ciénaga de Zapata MAB Reserve (Matanzas).
Specialized library
The specialized Library of the National Botanical Garden of Cuba was created between 1969 and 1970 , mainly from the collection of books and brochures that were stored in the old Botanical Garden of the University of Havana in Quinta de los Molinos , coming from the personal library of Dr. Felipe García Cañizares ( 1872 - 1953 ), who was a professor at the Faculty of Sciences at said University.
The JBN Library currently houses the second largest and most important bibliographic collection for Botany in Cuba. It includes a collection of more than 400 Diploma, Master's, and Doctoral theses; 4,009 book titles (4,464 copies); and 1,130 periodical publication titles (22,983 copies). This collection is increased through the exchange of publications and donations.
Image gallery
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Yapay zeka tarafından oluşturulmuş içerik yanlış olabilir.]
Inflorescence of a bromeliad.
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Yapay zeka tarafından oluşturulmuş içerik yanlış olabilir.]
Pavilion for plants that live in arid places.
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Yapay zeka tarafından oluşturulmuş içerik yanlış olabilir.]
Melocactus with flowering cephalium.
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Yapay zeka tarafından oluşturulmuş içerik yanlış olabilir.]
The Palmetum is a global collection of palms, prominent elements of tropical flora, located at the center of the Botanical Garden.

image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg
g




