Monumento a los Mártires de Regla

This is the case of four young people from the Regla municipality of the capital , who were still very young (not older than 23) and were vilely massacred as a result of a tip-off without having the opportunity to defend themselves.
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 Bullet holes in Juanelo's home. It was September 5 , 1958 , when the 26th of July Movement decided to kidnap the Virgin of Regla , patron saint of the town, in order to demonstrate to the public that this was not a time for celebration - the patron saint's day was being commemorated around that time - but rather a time for fighting against the dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista , who was determined to project an image of peace and tranquility throughout the country.
The execution of the informant Manolo—known as the watchmaker—on the 11th further fueled the rage of the regime's hitmen, who unleashed a fierce manhunt. Among the numerous detainees was one known as Popeye, who within a few hours went from the revolutionary ranks to the list of traitors and led the henchmen to the place where these young men were hiding, in the Juanelo neighborhood, along with two courageous women who had arrived from eastern Cuba.
Alberto Álvarez , Leonardo Valdés , Onelio Dampiell and Reynaldo Cruz (known as the Martyrs of Regla) were in the aforementioned house with Lidia Doce and Clodomira Acosta . In the early hours of September 12, they heard a knock at the door and the individual who identified himself as Popeye called them. How little they could have imagined what would come upon them when they opened the door!
A bloodthirsty mob of assassins—led by the notorious executioners Ventura and Carratalá—swarmed them and murdered the boys right there. The women's lives were briefly saved.
They were then taken to army dungeons and, after several days of torture, placed in sandbags and submerged in the sea. When they couldn't extract a word from them, they were thrown into the depths. Their bodies were never found.
Some estimate that the two courageous women were murdered on the 15th and others give the probable date as September 17 .
Every year, the residents of Regla visit the monument erected in honor of these young men to pay tribute. They, Lidia, and Clodomira add to the list of those many Cubans who, with a lineage of heroes, gave their lives to give us a free Cuba.
Brief biographies of these martyrs
Alberto Álvarez Díaz
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Alberto Álvarez Díaz , 21 years old. Born on January 25, 1937. He studied at public school No. 7 and then went on to higher education, but left the classroom to begin working in a shoe factory in Guanabacoa . His first revolutionary work took place at the Havana School of Commerce , leading a group of fighters belonging to the 26th of July Movement (M-26-7). Due to his high level of responsibility, dynamism and capacity for work, he rose to leadership of the 26th of July Movement in Regla .
His favorite sport was basketball, becoming one of the best instructors at Regla High School. In Alberto's clothes, they found a poem by Raúl Ferrer, one of whose stanzas reads: As long as I have one word, one look, one gesture, I will never let my guard down, because I want to fall toward my people, and I don't want to, and I can't fail.
Leonardo Valdés Suárez
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Leonardo Valdés Suárez , 23 years old. Maño, as he was affectionately known by his family and friends, was born on March 14 , 1935. The poor background of his parents, Serafín and Consuelo, did not allow him any education other than primary school. He attended public schools No. 9 and No. 13 and although he passed to higher education, he left soon to start working in a fry truck. This allowed him to be in contact with the public, meet members of the M-26-7 and relate to them, because he also hated tyranny with its aftermath of oppression, exploitation and misery. His house was a meeting center, which made it suspicious and besieged by henchmen; it was frequently searched and Maño was forced to leave home.
Onelio Dampiel Rodríguez
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Onelio Dampiel Rodríguez , 22 years old: He was born at 99 Céspedes Street, on July 7 , 1936 , to parents also from Regla. Onelio attended the José Martí public school for primary education and completed eighth grade at the Higher Education School. At 16, he began working at Robert Textil, where he developed his principles of justice and camaraderie by participating in activities in defense of the exploited class. After attending protests with students from the Havana School of Commerce , he joined the Action and Sabotage cell in Regla with a group of colleagues led by Alberto Álvarez .
Reinaldo Cruz Romeo
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Reinaldo Cruz Romeo , 20 years old: Born on January 3 , 1938 , he was the second son of Andrés and Graciela, who had limited financial resources and so could only attend primary education, up to sixth grade, at the José Martí public school . Almost a child, he began working as an apprentice motorcycle mechanic and later became an auto mechanic. Reinaldo stood out for his serenity and courage; he knew how to earn the respect and authority of his peers, which is why he came to occupy leadership positions in the 26th of July Movement .
Clodomira Acosta Ferrals
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Clodomira Acosta Ferrals ( 1936 - 1958 ) was born in Cayayal, Manzanillo , on February 1 , 1936. She was a courageous and bold fighter for the cause of Cuban freedom during the war against the dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista . Militant of the 26th of July Movement . As a messenger she joined the guerrillas, carried out dangerous missions in the plains and as a liaison with the Sierra Maestra. Like Lidia Doce, her great friend and comrade in arms, she enjoyed the complete trust of Fidel and Che Guevara. On September 12, 1958 she was arrested by the Batista dictatorship, along with Lidia Doce; the other revolutionary combatants confronted the henchmen and were killed. They savagely tortured her and finally murdered her. Her body was never found; it is presumed that she was thrown out to sea. Her example is an everlasting example of the courage, heroism and tenacity of Cuban women.
Lidia Esther Doce Sánchez
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Lidia Esther Doce Sánchez ( August 27 , 1916 - 1958 ) was born in Mir, in the current province of Holguín . This revolutionary fighter, together with Clodomira Acosta Ferrals, carried out risky missions entrusted to her by Fidel during the fight against Batista. As a result of a vile denunciation, both messengers of Column One of the Rebel Army were arrested, murdered, after cruel torture, and their bodies disappeared at the bottom of the sea.

The September 12 massacre in Regla, a municipality in Havana, is one of Batista's countless massacres. Executing children without trial and torturing women were routine tasks for Batista's army.
A monument was erected in memory of the September 12 massacre. Every year, many people visit the monument to pay tribute to these heroes.
HISTORY
A group of young people gathered in Havana's Regla municipality and were determined to undermine the authority of Fulgencio Batista, who had established his dictatorship in a military coup. They decided to target the annual celebrations held on September 8th in honor of the black Virgin of Regla, patron saint of Havana Bay. Their aim was to kidnap the statue to demonstrate to the public that this was not a time for celebration, given the country's bloody regime.
The execution of informant Manolo, known as the Watchmaker, by rebels on September 11th further fueled the anger of the regime's hitmen and sparked a relentless manhunt. Among those captured by Batista's forces, Popeye, who broke down under threats, reported that those staying in a house in the Juanelo neighborhood were up to something.
Alberto Álvarez, Leonardo Valdés, Onelio Dampiell, Reynaldo Cruz, Lidia Doce, and Clodomira Acosta were staying at their friend Juanelo's house early on the morning of September 12th when they heard a knock on the door and Popeye announced his arrival.
When the door opened, the gang, led by Ventura and Carratalá, shot the boys, the oldest 23 years old, without any question.
The two women were thrown into the army dungeon. Unable to extract a single word despite intense torture, they were killed and thrown into the sea. According to some, one of the women was killed on September 15 and the other on September 17. Their bodies were never found.


The sculpture joins the historical and social elements that make up the surroundings of El Emboque Square, which include the seawall, the church, the maritime passenger terminal—now under restoration—and the commemorative plaques commemorating the first arrival of Africans and Chinese in Cuba.

Julio Antonio Mella



"We carried out important actions in our town: sabotage of garages, factories, stores, homes, cars, and trucks belonging to government officials or collaborators; signs and flags of the 26th appeared on every corner; raids on premises from which rifles and hunting shotguns were stolen; the kidnapping of the Virgin of Regla on the eve of the procession..."
"The latter was planned for September 5 , 1958 , in homage to the revolutionary actions of the previous year in Cienfuegos and Havana . Several combatants participated, including Alberto Álvarez, Reynaldo Cruz, and Manuel López, known as El Chévere," the interviewee explains.
“From the church, we stopped by José Lorenzo Díaz's house to change the car, and after a long odyssey across Havana, we left the Virgin hidden in a house under construction in Víbora Park,” Más emphasizes.
It was not a time for celebrations
So the July 26th Movement here decided to carry out this act in order to demonstrate to the public that this was not a time for celebration or patron saint festivities, but rather a time for fighting against Batista, who was determined to project an image of peace and tranquility in the country.
On September 12, 2008 , commemorating the 50th anniversary of the murder of the Martyrs of Regla and the combatants Lydia Doce and Clodomira Acosta, which occurred days later, Héctor Rodríguez LLompart , one of the participants in the clandestine struggle in the capital, recalled in a press interview that numerous actions were carried out in those days in 1958 by the group of revolutionaries led by Alberto Alvarez.
Among them he cited the execution on August 29 of the informant Leonardo Figueroa del Pino (Tuto), the kidnapping on September 5 of the image of the Virgin of Regla, an action that prevented the celebration of festivals and processions, and the execution on the 10th of another informant of the Batista police, Manolo Sosa (The Watchmaker), which further fueled the rage of the regime's hitmen, who unleashed a fierce persecution.
Among the many detainees was one known as Popeye, who in a few hours went from the revolutionary ranks to the list of traitors, and led the beasts to the place where four young people were hiding in the Juanelo neighborhood (today part of San Miguel del Padrón), along with Lydia Doce Sánchez and Clodomira Acosta Ferrales, two brave women who had arrived from eastern Cuba on one of the many missions entrusted to them by the rebel leadership.
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