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COMPLEJO MONUMENTARIO DE San PEDRO DE PUNTA BRAVA.


Monumento a Maceo (Complejo Monumentario Antonio Maceo)

Complejo Monumentario Antonio Maceo


The Cuban War of Independence, which lasted from 1895 to 1898, was the last of three liberation wars that Cuba fought against Spain, the other two being the Ten Years' War (1868–1878) and the Little War (1879–1880).
After months of preparation, the Cuban Liberation Army took action to reach the western tip of the island and expand the war of independence there. The contingent, consisting of several thousand poor armed men under the command of Major Generals Máximo Gómez and Antonio Maceo, departed from Mangos de Baraguá and reached the province of Pinar del Río, located at the western tip of the island, in January 1896. Upon the rebels' arrival, General Gómez, taking some of the occupying forces, headed towards the opposite direction, leaving General Maceo with the remaining troops in Pinar del Río.
During that year, both Cuban generals achieved significant victories in their respective campaigns.
However, towards the end of 1896, a series of disputes erupted within the Guáimaro Assembly, governing the rebels. As tensions grew more severe, General Gómez personally requested General Maceo's intervention.
This time, the rebels under the command of General Maceo left Pinar del Río to meet the goverment of the rebels in the east of the island. When they reached Havana territory, General Maceo wanted to meet with the Revolutionary Junta at a campsite in Havana. Baldomero Acosta, a Cuban Mambi soldier who had participated in various armed uprisings alongside Major General Antonio Maceo Grajales, chose Potrero de San Pedro as the campsite, a ranch located on the outskirts of Marianao, a small town near Havana. He chose this location both because he knew the area well and because he was a friend of the owner of the Bobadilla estate, Federico Hernández Hidalgo (known as "El Gato”). The ranch was therefore called San Pedro de Hernández. Maceo used Hernández as his newspaper delivery man from the capital. 
On the morning of December 7, 1986 General Antonio Maceo arrived with a small group of combatants at the San Pedro camp where around 430 men were concentrated.
On the same day at 14:55, they were raided by the Spanish. In the midst of the action, General Antonio Maceo launched into combat with only 45 men. On his way to the battle, a wire fence got in his way, so he assigned some rebels to cut it down. His lack of topographical knowledge led him to the Bobadilla quarter, where he arrived with a small group of men, as the rest had been left behind cutting the wire fences. From that moment on, General Antonio Maceo became an open target, since only a few meters away, behind the stone fences, were the Spanish forces, which could be clearly seen. Soon, under a heavy rain of bullets, General Antonio Maceo was shot in the jaw and his carotid artery was severed. Antonio Maceo, hit by bullets, fell from his horse and died in the Bobadilla quarter. His lifeless body was left alone at the mercy of the enemy, in the middle of the confrontation between the Mambi forces and the Spanish troops. 
With the death of General Antonio Maceo, great confusion erupted within the insurgent high command both morally and organizationally. Very soon, the place where Maceo had been killed, became a hunting ground. The position became completely untenable. The Mambi casualties were mounting, and soon the group was almost decimated. Young Lieutenant Francisco Gómez Toro, son of Major General Máximo Gómez, who went in search of his commander and wanted to remove Maceo's body from the field, became an easy target for bullets, fell wounded, and was finished off with a machete blow to the head by one of the Spanish soldiers. Many rebels made heroic efforts to remove the body from that spot. Maceo's body, weighing 100 kg, was the main obstacle. All attempts, one after another, were failing.
When the Spanish arrived at the place where Antonio Maceo fell, they then stripped the bodies of their dresses and personal belongings, including Panchito 's campaign diary (Panchito was the nickname of Francisco Gómez Toro), where he had written his last letter, which was a testament to his loyalty to Maceo and the Revolution.
The rebel officers were disorganized, and many Cuban officers fled the battlefield with various excuses. Lieutenant Colonel Juan Evangelista Delgado González, head of the Santiago de Las Vegas cavalry regiment, knew that when the Spanish realized who the lifeless bodies they were carrying were, the outrages would be greater, so that the bodies had to be rescued without delay. He thought also that the discovery of Maceo's body would improve the morale of the rebels. Eighteen men from various groups responded to his call to rescue the bodies. The group raced to where Maceo had fallen. After an intense and desperate search, the small group, under the command of Captain Miguel Hernández, found the bodies of Maceo and Toro in tatters, having been stripped and then dragged along the Guatao road, being tied to the tails of horses. Since the bodies were not identified until yet and the Spanish were tired of carrying the bodies, they were abandoned. Juan Delgado identified the bodies with the help of Cayuco Herrera, so they immediately loaded the bodies onto horses and carried them away from the battlefield. After passing by the Montiel farm and making another brief stay further on, they arrived at the Lombillo farm, which was about 4,5 kilometers from San Pedro farm. The abandoned house on the Lombillo estate that has been converted into a funeral chapel. White the lifeless bodies were exhibited, four rustic candles were lit and constantly renewed so that the light was never lacking. The honor guard remained until late into the night and the commanders, officers, and soldiers constantly paraded around the lifeless bodies of the general and his aide.
The rescue operation was a significant victory for the rebels, a great feat of high moral prestige for the entire Cuban concentration in San Pedro, which, at one point, contemplated the end of the war. Otherwise the action at San Pedro would have gone down in history as a demoralizing defeat for the Cuban rebels, and the lifeless bodies of these patriots in the hands of the enemy would have been displayed as one of the most important trophies of the war.
On the other hand, Delgado knew it was crucial to keep the location of Maceo and Toro's graves secret, otherwise the Spanish would exhume them for display. Late at night, they decided to bury the bodies in a more remote location. Initially, the burial site was thought to be Ramón Valiente's farm, known as Finca Govea, but the area was a frequent destination for the Spanish. Finally, at Juan Delgado's suggestion, they decided to deliver the bodies to Delgado's uncle, Pedro "Perico" Pérez Rivero, and his sons, Leandro, Romualdo, and Ramón, who lived on the farm La Dificultad by the Loma del Cacahual, about 15 kilometers from the scene of the battle.
Those present in the meeting were made to swear not to tell anyone else who the bodies were handed over to and roughly where they would be buried. According to the plan, only Pedro and his sons would know the location of the graves. The Pérez family were simple farmers living alone in that densely forested area. In the early hours of the morning of December 8, Pedro received the bodies and chose a bushy area around a ceiba tree as a burial place, where they were sure no one could see. It was the site where the current monument stands in El Cacahual. By working all night, they managed to bury the bodies before it got bright. Later, due to Weyler's reconcentration, the family was forced to live in Bejucal, but Pedro came to the farm from time to time to ensure that the signs indicated the location of the grave were not destroyed.
Where Antonio Maceo and Francisco Gómez Toro were buried was kept a secret for a little over three years until the war ended. This incident is known as The Pact of Silence. The existence of the graves ceased to be a secret after General in Chief Máximo Gómez visited Pedro Pérez's property and showed respect to the graves.
On December 17, 1899, the remains were unearthed and exhumed in the presence of the family members, comrades in arms, and a Commission formed by General José Lacret Morlot and General in Chief Máximo Gómez. At the same day both generals visited San Pedro and marked the spot where Maceo and Panchito fell with a yaba cross, which still remains. The yaba is a wild tree with oval leaves, small violet flowers and yellow fruit, whose bark is used as a vermifuge, and whose hard, durable wood is used in construction. That yaba was the object of a fixed post by the Rural Guard of the time. 
In 1954, the idea of creating a monumental area emerged which would contain the places where Maceo fell and was buried.  However it wasn't until December 7, 1986, that the Antonio Maceo Monumental Complex was inaugurated, an artistic project by renowned sculptor José Delarra and architect Fernando Salinas. It was declared a National Monument in 1991.
The road from San Pedro to Cacahual, the final resting place of Maceo and Toro, is full of symbolic meaning for Cubans. The so-called Antonio Maceo Monument Complex includes the site used by Antonio Maceo as his headquarters during the Battle of San Pedro (Montiel Estate), the site where Maceo and Francisco Gómez Toro were martyred (Monument to Maceo in Bobadillo quarter), the site where their bodies were smuggled from the Spanish and hidden overnight (Pozo de Lombillo), and the burial sites (El Cacahual). All of these sites, spread over a vast area, are necessary to visit to commemorate the brave people who sacrificed themselves.
Monumento a Maceo
In 1919, a six-meter-high concrete monolith was built on Bobadilla quarter, on the exact spot, where Antonio Maceo and Francisco Gómez Toro fell in 1896. It was topped by a bust of Maceo. It was the work of the Spanish sculptor Ramón Mateo. On one side of the monolith was a glass urn containing the wooden cross made of yaba wood that Máximo Gómez placed at the spot where Antonio Maceo fell in combat, in 1899. On the other side was the relief that reflected the image of Maceo and Toro in the Battle of San Pedro.
Later, especially after the 1950s, it was decided to build a complex of monuments in memory of Antonio Maceo, encompassing all the locations and details related to his death. For this reason, the monolith was removed from its location, and the glass urn and the relief were transferred to the museum to be exhibited, which opened on the same site. 
The memorial site, located in the Bobadilla quarter, where Maceo and Toro fell in the battle of San Pedro, constitutes a significant portion of the Antonio Maceo Monument Complex which should be visited as the first stage. It's a rather solemn and calm place.
The monumental area, arranged as an open area, greets visitors at the entrance with the very popular image of Maceo on his rearing horse. Along the way you will see the images of prominent figures who participated in the Battle of San Pedro, carved in stone. Some stone carvings accompany the path leading to the green area, reflect the heroism of the mambis in battle, are rather very interesting
On the exact spot where Antonio Maceo and Francisco Gómez Toro fell in 1896, there stands two gigantic star-shaped concrete structures. The large one is dedicated to Maceo (tall like him) and the smaller one to Toro. Both bear the Cuban flag emerging from within.
A tiled design in front of a life-sized star depicts two slain heroes. A plaque in this area reads: "General Antonio Maceo fell at this spot. His companions tried several times to carry his body away. Once again, his aide, Panchito Gomez Toro, was killed with machetes. His bodies were rescued at the site of the monument by a small force led by Colonel Juan Delgado."
The place is overwhelmingly symbolic, recreating combat with five groeups of giant stars and pyramids, like the military ranks of the mambises and Spanish. The palm trees generally represent the mambis who were killed for the sake of their homeland.
There is also an amphitheater with a capacity of one thousand people
The museum, which has a typical appearance with its blue painted doors and windows, contains maps on which you can follow Juan Delgado's journey from the time he collected the bodies of Maceo and Toro until his arrival at the Pérez family estate, where the Pact of Silence was signed.
Also exhibited in the museum is the machete given by Máximo Gómez to Federico Hernández Hidalgo, the owner of the Bobadilla estate, as a gift. Some panels on the walls illustrate the sea crossing of the Mariel – Majana military trail. There are also personal belongings of several mambi leaders, a facsimile document from the newspaper La Lucha with the news of the death of Antonio Maceo, a copy of the letter that was given to all those who participated in the exhumation of the bodies of Maceo and his assistant, bloody remains of the T-shirt that Maceo was wearing at the time of his fall in combat and a model of the monumental area. The bronze bust of the hero and the bronze relief, both from the first monolith erected by Spanish sculptor Ramón Mateo, are also on display at the museum.
Every December 7th, the Monument to Maceo becomes the starting point for the pilgrimage known as the March of the Generals, which extends to Cacahual and is attended by individuals and institutions from the provinces of Artemisa, Havana, and Mayabeque
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Antonio Maceo Monumental Complex in San Pedro, Bauta municipality
One of the elements that successfully influenced the conception, projection and construction of the Monumental Complex is the combined work carried out between the architect Fernando Salinas and the sculptor José de Larra [14]
The Monumental Complex consists of several spaces: the area of ​​Maceo's encampment on the Montiel or Purísima Concepción estate , where he was stationed before the battle. Marked with stars and other concrete pieces, the disposition of the Mambi and Spanish forces during the Battle of San Pedro appears, emphasizing the place where Maceo and Panchito fell. Both are distinguished by the placement of two open stars bearing the colors of the Cuban flag inside.
Added to this is the Museum Room, which contains maps depicting Juan Delgado's journey from the time he collected the bodies of Maceo and Panchito until his arrival at the Pérez family estate, where the Pact of Silence was signed.
Remaining in this room are the machete given by Máximo Gómez to the owner of the Bobadilla estate, the panels illustrating the sea crossing of the Mariel – Majana military trail, personal belongings of several Mambi leaders, a facsimile document from the newspaper La Lucha with the news of the death of Antonio Maceo, a copy of the letter that was given to all those who participated in the exhumation of the bodies of Maceo and his assistant, and bloody remains of the T-shirt that the Titan was wearing at the time of his fall in combat.
The elements of this room and the layout of an open-air area for educational purposes make the Monumental Complex the most conceived iconographic space of the Bronze Titan in the province to promote the interrelation between the monument and its visitors.
[image: dış mekan, gökyüzü, çim, ağaç içeren bir resim

Yapay zeka tarafından oluşturulmuş içerik yanlış olabilir.]
Images of the Lombillo Wells, where the bodies of Maceo and Panchito were washed.
The Monumental Complex houses the burial mounds that illustrate the journey of Colonel Juan Delgado from the specific site where he collected the bodies to their burial place by the Pérez family, the Pozos de Lombillo, where the bodies of Maceo and Panchito were washed before proceeding to their initial burial site.
Every December 7th, the Monumental Complex becomes the starting point for the pilgrimage known as the March of the Generals , which extends to Cacahual and is attended by individuals and institutions from the provinces of Artemisa, Havana, and Mayabeque . Along with the Mausoleum to the Martyrs of Artemisa, it is one of the venues for the most important political events in the province and the country, confirming that for the people of Artemisa, Antonio Maceo is synonymous with veneration, the root of their identity, and the most authentic legend of rebellion and fighting spirit.
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Montiel Estate
The Montiel estate is a place where Antonio Maceo established his headquarters before his death in the Bobadilla quarter (current San Pedro Monument) on Monday, December 7, 1896. It is adjacent to the Maceo Monument.
It was a suitable place for a temporary camp. Previously, there was a house, half-destroyed by fire, a well that provided water, and a small grove of mamey and avocado trees.
Years later, in 1929, the mayor and a group of veterans highlighted the site's significance. On September 7, 1952, a wooden plaque was placed on the palm tree to which Maceo's hammock had been tied: "General Antonio Maceo was camping here on December 7, 1896."
In 1997, a new project was launched to understand the camp's operations through landscaping and restoration of dilapidated structures. To provide a more realistic view of the site, the grove was recreated using species from the period. The spot where Maceo hung his hammock was symbolically marked. A pergola made of galvanized pipes was built on the same ground as the ruins and covered with picuala, a dense and fragrant vine.
A traditional courtyard was created between the ruins and the pergola. The plaque at the entrance of the courtyard reads "Route of the bodies of General Antonio Maceo Grajales and Captain Francisco Gómez Toro, who fell on 7/12/1896". A triangular stone container covered with gravel was also built, allowing visitors to move from the pergola to the mamey tree and the restored palm tree where Maceo hung his hammock.


Instituto de Investigaciones de Granos
Same sign at the Rice Research Institute on the San Pedro - San Antonio de los Baños Highway .




Pozo de Lombillo (Well of Lombillo)
On the left side of the road from San Pedro to San Antonio de los Baños, there is an informational sign showing the entrance to the Pozo de Lombillo. This is that place where during the afternoon of December 7, 1896, the funeral services were held for Lieutenant General Antonio Maceo y Grajales and his aide, Captain Francisco Gómez Toro. The site is an important annex to the Antonio Maceo Monumental Complex.
There was a building with a hipped thatched roof on wooden pillars, no walls, and a primitive floor, as well as a well from which water was drawn using a waterwheel. After the bodies of Maceo and Toro were brought here, they were laid out in this house. They were washed clean with water drawn from that well.
The Mambis kept a vigil over the bodies throughout the night. Four crude candles made of yellow wax and canvas wicks were lit around the bodies, and efforts were made to keep them from extinguishing throughout the night.
The officers and soldiers walked before the bodies, without funeral pomp or luxurious wreaths, touching the lifeless bodies with devotion. Some wept, others kissed the dead.
In the early hours of the morning, the bodies were taken by Colonel Juan Delgado to Cacahual.
In 1945, a women's club called Mariana Grajales unveiled a plaque at the site of the tragic events, to bequeath to future generations the place where the remains of the Maceo and Toro were washed, laid to rest, and held in state. The plaque is with the following description: "At this spot, the bodies of Major General Antonio Maceo Grajales and Captain Francisco Gómez Toro were laid to rest by Cuban troops. They died heroically in San Pedro on December 7, 1896. The Havana Province Commission of Historic Sites and the Mariana Grajales Foundation are preserving this site for posterity on the occasion of the centenary of General Maceo's birth on June 14, 1945."
There is a canal at the site that extends to a monument representing the bodies of the two mambises, which appear artistically reflected as two inseparable rocks. The current monument was built in 1997.



Later you reach the Pozos de Lombillo , where there are niches of different structures and further on you continue the route, but now in territory that does not belong to Bauta .
[image: mezarlık, mezar, dış mekan, çim içeren bir resim

Yapay zeka tarafından oluşturulmuş içerik yanlış olabilir.]
Nicho and Tarja with the route of the corpses' journey
4. There is another niche similar to the one on the Montiel farm in the Gilberto León Cooperative, going towards Bejucal , another in La Ceiba and one more at the exit from Bejucal to Cacahual , where the bodies of Maceo and Panchito lie.
Below, the niche and plaque that appear indicating the route that the mambises followed with the bodies of Maceo and Panchito.





and informed their comrades, who came to their aid.

The positional fire of that battle lasted for hours (according to Baldomero Acosta Acosta 's diary , until 6 p.m.).







they intended to deal a humiliating blow to Valeriano Weyler. Thus, they reached the San Pedro ranch, located on the outskirts of Marianao, a small town near Havana, and very close to Punta Brava.
Valeriano Weyler y Nicolau, Captain General of Cuba (1838-1930), is credited with inventing and implementing the reconcentration policy in Cuba. The policy aimed to separate the rebels from the Cuban civilians and imprison them in concentration camps guarded by Spanish troops. The reconcentration policy weakened the rebels' force, but resulted in the deaths of between 170.000 and 400.000 Cubans, causing widespread international outrage. Internationally, Weyler became known as "The Butcher."



Antonio Maceo Monument Complex. Located in three municipalities in the province of Artemisa , it covers the route followed by the remains of Antonio Maceo and his assistant Francisco Gómez Toro , after being rescued by Colonel Juan Delgado , until their burial in El Cacahual . It consists of various plaques and allegorical monuments located along the route.
Summary
· 1 Story
· 1.1 Battle of San Pedro
· 1.2 The grave
· 1.3 The Pact of Silence
· 2 Monuments erected at each of the stops
· 3 Source
History
Battle of San Pedro
The Battle of San Pedro was an irreversible event, framed in a theater of operations very complex due to its topography. The action began at 2:55 p.m. The positional fire of that battle lasted for hours (according to Baldomero Acosta Acosta 's diary , until 6 p.m.). Men from the Spanish rearguard arrived at the place where Antonio Maceo fell, along with those from the Punta Brava guerrilla and three Canarian pilots, one of them being Juan Santana Torres. They then stripped the bodies of their clothes, garments and personal belongings, including Panchito 's campaign diary , where he had written his last letter, which was a testament to his loyalty to Maceo and the Revolution.

Banner marking the entrance to the Lombillo Well

Monument at the entrance to the Lombillo Well
[image: gökyüzü, dış mekan, çim, bulut içeren bir resim

Yapay zeka tarafından oluşturulmuş içerik yanlış olabilir.]
Canal where the bodies of Maceo and Panchito were washed

Lombillo Well fenced
Juan Delgado knew that when the Spanish realized who the lifeless bodies were, the outrages would be greater and the bodies had to be rescued without delay.
Eighteen men from various groups responded to this call. The small group raced to where Maceo had fallen, led by Cayuco , who had been with the General at the time of his death. They found the bodies of Maceo and Panchito in tatters, having been stripped and then dragged along the Guatao road , tied to the tails of horses.
The grave
Since they were not identified and the Spaniards' beasts were tired (Maceo weighed about 208 pounds), they abandoned them. Juan Delgado identified the bodies with the help of Cayuco Herrera and Hilario Llanes of the Goicuría Regiment, and they immediately rode off with Maceo's body on Cayuco's horse, and Panchito's on the beast of Captain José Cadalso of the Santiago de las Vegas Regiment. After passing by the Montiel farm and making another brief stay further on, they arrived at the Lombillo farm, which was about 4.5 kilometers from San Pedro , where the bodies were shrouded and laid in state, all of them paying a Guard of Honor by the light of rustic tallow candles.
Late at night they decided to bury them in a more distant place; initially it was thought to do so on the farm of Ramón Valiente, known as Finca Govea, but as the surroundings were frequently visited by the enemy, at the suggestion of Juan Delgado they agreed to give them to an uncle of his, Pedro "Perico" Pérez Rivero, and his sons Leandro, Romualdo and Ramón, who lived on the farm La Dificultad by the Loma del Cacahual , about 15 kilometers from the scene of the battle.
[image: metin, dış mekan, ağaç, yön işaretleri içeren bir resim

Yapay zeka tarafından oluşturulmuş içerik yanlış olabilir.]
Antonio Maceo Monumental Complex in San Pedro
Then those present swore an oath not to reveal to anyone where the bodies were buried; only Pedro and his sons would know the location. They took the bodies to a ceiba tree near the house and inspected the best burial sites, deciding on the site where the current monument stands in El Cacahual . The Pérez family had no one in the jungle, and were simple peasants.
The Pact of Silence
This incident is known as The Pact of Silence , because such an important secret was kept for a little over three years, when Máximo Gómez appeared on Perico Pérez's property after the war had ended. The Pérez family's surprised neighbors and friends then learned the fate of the two fallen soldiers.
Once the war was over, on December 17, 1899 , the remains were unearthed and exhumed in the presence of family members, comrades in arms, and a Commission formed by General José Lacret Morlot and General in Chief Máximo Gómez , who that same day visited San Pedro, ordering a Yaba to be planted at the scene of the events, as a simple tribute, which still remains. That yaba was the object of a fixed post by the Rural Guard of the time. Subsequently, after the revolutionary triumph, the construction of the Antonio Maceo Monumental Complex was completed .
[image: dış mekan, taşımak, nakletmek, çim, ağaç içeren bir resim

Yapay zeka tarafından oluşturulmuş içerik yanlış olabilir.]
Place where Maceo and Panchito fell
The troops that accompanied Juan Delgado made several tactical stops, which were recorded for history in the form of small monuments or niches with informative plaques.
Monuments erected at each of the stops
1. Montiel Estate, adjacent to the Antonio Maceo Monument Complex. The plaque reads:
"Route of the bodies of General Antonio Maceo Grajales and Captain Francisco Gómez Toro, who fell on 7/12/1896"
2. Same sign at the Rice Research Institute on the San Pedro - San Antonio de los Baños Highway .
3. Later you reach the Pozos de Lombillo , where there are niches of different structures and further on you continue the route, but now in territory that does not belong to Bauta .
[image: mezarlık, mezar, dış mekan, çim içeren bir resim

Yapay zeka tarafından oluşturulmuş içerik yanlış olabilir.]
Nicho and Tarja with the route of the corpses' journey
4. There is another niche similar to the one on the Montiel farm in the Gilberto León Cooperative, going towards Bejucal , another in La Ceiba and one more at the exit from Bejucal to Cacahual , where the bodies of Maceo and Panchito lie.
Below, the niche and plaque that appear indicating the route that the mambises followed with the bodies of Maceo and Panchito.
On the San Pedro-San Antonio de los Baños road, there is an informational sign showing the entrance to the Pozo de Lombillo, on the left side of the route. The remains of the two fallen soldiers were washed there. The site is cared for by Rocelio Valdivia Guerra and is an annex to the Antonio Maceo Monumental Complex. There is a plaque at the site with the following description:
"At this spot, the bodies of Major General Antonio Maceo Grajales and Captain Francisco Gómez Toro were laid to rest by Cuban troops. They died heroically in San Pedro on December 7, 1896. The Havana Province Commission of Historic Sites and the Mariana Grajales Foundation are preserving this site for posterity on the occasion of the centenary of General Maceo's birth on June 14, 1945."
There is a canal at the site that extends to a monument representing the bodies of the two mambises, which appear artistically reflected as two inseparable rocks.

El Cacahual
The remains of Lieutenant General Antonio Maceo and his aide, Captain Francisco Gómez Toro, as well as those of some other Cuban patriots, are buried in El Cacahual.
At the beginning of the 20th century, a monument was erected here, which underwent several transformations until it reached its current configuration.
Due to its historical significance, El Cacahual was granted the status of National Monument on October 10, 1978.




Located south of the town of Santiago de Las Vegas, the El Cacahual Mausoleum houses the remains of Lieutenant General Antonio Maceo of the Liberation Army and his aide, Captain Francisco Gómez Toro (Panchito), as well as those of other Cuban patriots.
This postcard shows the original monument as built circa 1899. The current monument was completed in 1944.
https://cuba-historia-y-valores-c.webnode.es/triste-historia-de-valiosas-reliquias-del-cacahual/


The project of the first Cacahual Monument was designed by the Maceo- Gómez Remains Commission and executed by the architect Esteban Duque de Estrada. It consisted of a truncated column with a pentagonal base in the shape of an obelisk. Each edge of the obelisk coincided with the point of a star that served as a base. All of these structures stood on a circular platform reached by three steps. In the center of the star and the base of the obelisk, the urns containing the obelisks were located.
A very simple iron fence, topped with arrowheads, bordered the monument. In the area outside the fence, five palm trees were planted, following the tips of the star that forms the base of the obelisk. The stones used for the construction were all clayey, extracted from the hills known as Las Escaleras de Jaruco, which were whimsically carved, while others were transported from San Pedro, the same site where the heroes fell.
On each face of the erected truncated column a marble tablet was attached with following inscriptions:
Three of the inscriptions contain information about who sleeps here, and the other two contain some words of the heroes. On one of the marble tablets it was written, "Antonio Maceo: Future generations will look back on you as a mythological hero for the prodigiousness of your exploits. On your tombstone should be written: Non Plus Ultra! // Francisco Gómez: Noble young man! Your short life can be summed up in a single word: Self-denial!", while on the other marble tablet Antonio Maceo's expression was engraved: "The ideal of my entire life, for which I have sacrificed my youth, for which I have shed my blood, for which I have suffered the miseries of emigration, and for which I am willing to die, is and always will be the independence of Cuba. We must entrust everything to our own efforts; it is better to rise or fall without help than to incur dangerous debts of gratitude.”
Unveiled on December 7, 1899 by a ceremony attended by Máximo Gómez, the first monument remained in place until 1905. During this period a new, more extensive campaign was launched to raise funds for the construction of the park surrounding the mausoleum. A windmill was installed to extract water and irrigate the plants and flowers. All these additions were completed according to the initial plan on December 7, 1900.


Máximo Gómez and his family moved their home to Calabazar, a town about 10 km away from the monument, but he didn't give up to visit the grave weekly on his horse, Zaino. The local residents saw him passing by and often stopped at Manuel Fernández's grocery store in Cruz Verde, where he would refresh himself and chat with the owner.
After Gómez, the soul of that project disappeared.  Five months later, a notification from the Secretary of Public Works arrived at the Santiago de las Vegas city council, informing that the first government of the Republic had received an offer of a plaque donated by the Italian people to be placed on the mausoleum in Cacahual, and consequently, orders had been given for the necessary work to be carried out for its installation.
In fact, under the pretext of erecting a plaque, the government wanted to implement a series of changes to the original Mausoleum without the approval of the Municipal Government and the family of the deceased Máximo Gómez. While the family opposed any changes be made to the historical monument, they were perceived as opposing the installation of the plaque. The matter ultimately boiled down to the question of whether or not to install the plaque, and ultimately, in 1905, the central government, not yielding to dissatisfaction and protests and without consulting on the changes, decided to make the necessary changes to the monument to accommodate the plaque.
Thus transformation works began in early November of that year, and on December 7th, the original monument was completed by placing the plaque of the Italian people at its front. The five tombstones that Máximo Gómez had placed by his hands on the original monument were repositioned: one to the south, two to the east, and two to the west. The new obelisk was constructed on the existing circular platform, around which a cemented walkway was built at the level of the second step of the base, eliminating the points of the star. Atop the truncated column, a much taller obelisk with a square base was erected. All were made of cement. A new plaque, the work of Héctor Ferrari, was placed in front of the pedestal. The crypt containing the remains was left untouched.
The monument remained in this state until 1944, when the third and final surviving version of the Cacahual Monument was constructed.
In February 1944, when Fulgencio Batista's government was about to expire, he visited Cacahual and spoke with the local authorities. He expressed his desire that the custody of the mausoleum to be ceded to the State, because he was planning to carry out beautification, expansion and improvement works on the monumental area.
Despite public protests, the monument was inaugurated in 1944, announcing the completion of the changes that had been implemented as decided before. However, this was a complete deception. There was nothing finished.
The relics that had been exhibited up to that point in the monument, have now been stored elsewhere in Cacahual. The place where they were stored is the area of ​​the gazebo, built in 1944, at the back of the monument. A small space was set aside where the work tools needed for the care of the green areas would have been stored. The Italian plaque and the marble tombstones that were removed from the monument, were kept there. They were forgotten and abandoned in a corner due to the indifference of many people. The fate of the budget allocated for the monument's renovation was uncertain.

The fact that the relics of heroes were not protected made the patriots very uncomfortable. Finally, after the visit of an Italian Commission the Italian plaque was hung in the meeting hall of the City Hall of Santiago de Las Vegas, and the tombstones were placed on a wooden lectern that stood for a long time at the entrance to the hall. These relics of patriotic and sentimental value were unveiled at the City Hall's solemn session on December 7, 1952, on the occasion of the 56th anniversary of the fall of the heroes in combat in San Pedro.
The relics remained in this state until the end of the 1950s, as a photograph from 1959 proves this. However, when the municipal camp was evacuated in 1959, among other things, they removed the Italian plaque to a storage unit. It was later given to a family to live in. The family, disturbed by the "trash" on the site, finally tired of complaining and resorted to throwing the Italian plaque in the trash on 28th Street. Thus, the meaningful jewelry that the Italians had given to the Cubans in the name of friendship and to honor great Cuban heroes was thrown into the dump. As for the marble tombstones, not all of those that presided over the monument could be rescued. The two that were saved are exhibited in the courtyard of the Boyeros Municipal History Museum.
Fortunately, someone noticed the plaque and it was removed to the Municipal Museum. It was eventually returned to its rightful place and occupies a place of honor at the Cacahual Monument, on the same road where the other obelisks were erected.
As for the marble tombstones, not all of those that presided over the monument could be rescued. The two that were saved are exhibited in the courtyard of the Boyeros Municipal Museum.




Only the patriotic and selfless attitude of prestigious men and institutions managed to have these historical jewels located in the main hall of the Municipal City Hall, where they remained until after the triumph of the armed insurrection in 1959. Mysteriously and without explanation, they disappeared from the site between 1959 and 1960.
After some time, other patriots and history lovers from the municipality managed to locate and transfer the precious Italian Plaque and the only two marble tablets rescued to the Historical Museum. Currently, the plaque donated by the Italian people has returned to its rightful place, occupying a place of honor in the Cacahual Monument, on the same path where other obelisks are erected. However, the marble tablets, despite being in the custody of the Historical Museum, still do not have an appropriate location for public display.



After the death of the Mambi Chief and loving father, the first modification was carried out, which affected and/or simply relocated some relics that had remained since then in that sacred seat, the "Altar of the Fatherland."
Among these relics, and the most significant, are the Carras marble tablets placed in the first monument in 1899, which changed location during the second version. Later, with the third version of the monument in 1944, both relics were removed: the tablets and marble tablets, which were finally relegated to an obscure location within the monument itself. To understand the details of what happened to these precious relics, a journey through the historical memory of Cacahual will be necessary. Only in this way will the seriousness of what happened be understood.


Leer más: https://cuba-historia-y-valores-c.webnode.es/triste-historia-de-valiosas-reliquias-del-cacahual/?utm_source=copy&utm_medium=paste&utm_campaign=copypaste&utm_content=https%3A%2F%2Fcuba-historia-y-valores-c.webnode.es%2Ftriste-historia-de-valiosas-reliquias-del-cacahual%2F


Leer más: https://cuba-historia-y-valores-c.webnode.es/triste-historia-de-valiosas-reliquias-del-cacahual/












The current monument, the work of architect Eduardo Monteulien , is a large, harmonious ensemble of squares, avenues, flowerbeds, a roundabout, and a funerary monument. He collaborated with sculptor Teodoro Ramos Blanco in its execution . He explained the symbolism of his work as follows:
"The Cacahual Pantheon stands in the middle of a landscape to give greater grandeur and peace to the complex. It symbolizes the unity of the blood shed in the fields of Cuba by all those who fought for its freedom."
It was unveiled on October 5 , 1944 and completed on December 7 , 1951 .
File:Sarcophagi 11.jpg
Sarcophagus 1.
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Sarcophagus 2.
The two identical sarcophagi are joined by two truncated lateral columns in the form of carved corbels, representing the life and death of the brave. One represents rebellion, patriotism, and the mambi resistance, and the other represents the true Cuban people's offering to their heroes.
At the top of the brackets are carved two bas-reliefs representing the patriots who guard this sacred place in an attitude of perpetual attention.
The three steps represent the three epic struggles for Cuban freedom: the Great War, the Little War, and the War of '95.
The roundabout has a biographical summary of both patriots and a map of the invasion in its center.
We assume that such a project must have produced huge economic benefits for its promoters, and emptied the treasury, like so many other projects carried out by Batista and his clique.
The people mobilized every December 7th, but many people didn't know why or had forgotten. More than a solemn event, it seemed like a fair. After the military parade, which was the main attraction, the speeches of politicians, who had nothing to say, were of no interest to anyone. Some wondered if it was a tribute or a desecration.
After January 1, 1959
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Tribute to the heroes.
Any day and any time, there are visitors: parents bringing their children to breathe fresh air in contact with the glories of the past, newlyweds offering the heroes the scent of their flowers, workers laying before them their vanguard flags, internationalists and fighters from sister nations honoring their own heroes and their unredeemed land at the Cuban altar.
Antonio Maceo's son and grandson participated in the events held on December 7. This monument is surrounded by a forest of Ficus benjamina L., Moraceae , a plant native to tropical Asia, which suggests that elements of the native flora were not taken into account in the landscape design.
Since 1899, visiting the site has become a patriotic tradition for the people of Santiago de Cuba and all Cubans, and has been considered the altar of the Fatherland ever since.
Around the obelisk, in the grove in front of the Cacahual Mausoleum, are located in the outer roundabout:
Plaque donated by the Italian people in a gesture of solidarity and admiration for the heroism of the Cuban people. Made by sculptor Héctor Ferrari.
Plaque in tribute to the cavalry regiment and comrade Juan Delgado, directly responsible for the rescue and protection of the remains of Antonio Maceo and Panchito Gómez Toro.
Plaque in homage to the last mambí who participated in our wars of independence, which is why it is surrounded by three bronze machetes, the distinctive weapon of our mambises.
Plaque in honor of Blas Roca Calderío, who died on April 25, 1987, after a prolonged illness. He was laid to rest at the base of the José Martí monument and buried in bare earth, according to his wishes, in a grove of trees in front of the El Cacahual mausoleum.
Plaque in tribute to Pedro Pérez and his children.




Cacuhal’deki Maceo anıtı bir döner kavşağın ortasında, merdivenli bir girişle ulaşılan hafif bir tepeliğin üzerine inşa edilmiştir.  Even though, it seems that it is well integrated into the rural environment, in fact it is surrounded by a forest of Ficus benjamina, commonly known as the weeping fig, or Benjamin's fig which  is a species of flowering plant in the Moraceae family, native to Asia and Australia, suggesting that elements of the native flora were not taken into account in the landscape design.
The artistic project of the monumental area, which was inaugurated on December 7, 1986, belongs to the renowned sculptor José Delarra and the architect Fernando Salinas González.
Daha çok kareyi andıran alandaki yeşil alan merkeze doğru uzanan ara yollarla bölünmüştür, depicting the struggle for independence reaching the capital. Lahtin ve çevresinin yer aldığı, capı yaklaşık 70 metre olan daire şeklindeki beton zemine sahip kısım yaklaşık 50 bin metere daha çok kare şeklindeki alanın tam merkezindedir. By standing in the middle of a landscape the pantheon gives greater grandeur and peace to the complex. Lahite üç basamak çıkarak ulaşılmaktadır which represent the three epic struggles for Cuban independence: Ten Years' War, the Little War  and the Cuban War of Independence (The Necessary War).  Lahitin her iki tarafında beyaz mermerden yapımış iki dikdörtgen prizma şeklindeki yapılar üzerinde remainsi bulunan Antonio Maceo ve Francis Toro’nun adları ve doğum-ölüm yılları işlenmiştir. Remainsleri içeren urn lahit içindedir. Lahitin en dikkat çekici kısmı her iki yanda bulunan beyaz mermerden yapılmış truncated lateral columns üzerindeki kabartmalardır, representing the life and death of the brave. One represents the rebellion, patriotism, and the mambi resistance, and the other represents the true Cuban people's offering to their heroes. At the top of the brackets, there are carved two bas-reliefs representing the patriots who guard this sacred place in an attitude of constant attention.
Lahtin üzerinde her gün tazelenen bir çiçek buketi bulunmaktadır. 
Alanın arkasında bulunan pergola şeklindeki yapıda bağımsızlık mücadelesinin doğudan batıya nasıl yayıldığını gösteren bir Küba haritası göze çarpmaktadır. 

·  (concrete, composed of 15 monumental pieces in an area of ​​five thousand square meters);

The current monument, the work of architect Eduardo Monteulien , is a large, harmonious ensemble of squares, avenues, flowerbeds, a roundabout, and a funerary monument. He collaborated with sculptor Teodoro Ramos Blanco in its execution .
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